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EXT. DRAKE UNIVERSITY - DRAKE STADIUM - DAY

Fans fill the stadium stands. A group of runners race past on 
a power blue track. 

Doug leans forward against the fence, looking out over the 
track, eyes distant. 

Some other MEMBERS OF THE TEAM warm up behind him.

Stan walks up looking over a clipboard.

STAN
Ready for the ten kay?

DOUG
No. This doesn’t feel right.

Stan checks some things off his clipboard.

STAN
I’m sure it’ll come together after 
you line up.

DOUG
That’s not what I’m saying. 

Stan stops and looks over at Doug.

DOUG (CONT’D)
I feel like I did at the relays. 

Stan doesn’t look pleased.

STAN
I’m not going to force you to run 
Doug. But you’ve got to let me know 
what you want to do. 

Doug signs.

DOUG
I need to pull out. I’m sorry.

STAN
That’s fine. I’ll enter Alan in 
your place. Look, let’s talk about 
this when we get back. Alright?

Doug nods.



INT. LOCKEROOM - DAY

Male athletes mill about in various states of dress.

A closed office door adjacent to the men’s locker room. The 
lettering reads “Stan Huntsman - Head Track Coach.”

INT. STAN HUNTSMAN’S OFFICE - DAY

The office is sparsely decorated with a few University of 
Tennessee track items pinned to the walls.

Stan behind a modest desk. Doug in a chair in front of him.

DOUG
I don’t know what to tell you. I 
know my body can run the ten kay. I 
know I’m good at it. I know all 
that stuff. But it’s just... I 
don’t know, it’s like I’m just 
going through the motions out 
there. 

STAN
The way I see it, you’re at a 
crossroad.

Stan taps his finger.

STAN (CONT’D)
I want you to keep running the ten. 
But I know you’d rather be running 
the five.

DOUG
I don’t see why I’m not. I’m as 
good in the five as anyone else 
we’ve got.

STAN
That’s not the point Doug. You 
can’t compete in the five at a 
national level. Not now. Not with 
the talent out there.

Stan sits back in his chair.

STAN (CONT’D)
I’m not going to stop you from 
running the five and ten. 
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Hell, I need to you to keep running 
them for the sake of the team. But 
those races are just one path.

Stan crosses his arms.

STAN (CONT’D)
And I brought you in here to talk 
about the other.

DOUG
The steeplechase.

STAN
I think you need to get serious 
about it. And deep down inside, you 
know that’s what you need to do 
too.

DOUG
A race finds it’s runner.

Stan smiles.

STAN
And this one found you.

He leans forward on his desk.

STAN (CONT’D)
If we do this, we do this all out. 
This is your focus. Above all else. 
And we don’t stop until you’re the 
best this country has to offer. I’m 
talking national championship type 
expectations.

Doug’s mulls it over.

DOUG
National championships...

Stan pushes the deal.

STAN
So?

DOUG
How’s nine o’clock tomorrow sound?

Stan grins. 

STAN
I’ll bring the stopwatch.
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