
1.  Doug training at the track. Stan working with him. Hitting the hurdles smoother. Nailing the water jump. "Looks like a real steeple runner now."Stan 
lets on to an assistant he's got bigger plans for Doug and the steeple.

Montage
1. Doug hitting the stairs and then jumping up high. 
2. Doug hitting the steeple hurdles. 
3. Doug hitting the water jump. 
4. Doug crossing the finish line and being timed by Huntsman.

Mike Quillan walks up as Doug is catching his breath. 

"Brown's starting to look like a real steeple runner now. He keeps at it, he might have a legit shot at nationals."

"8:38 [Olympic Qualifying Time."

"8:38 what?"

"That time is the only thing that matters."

2. Doug stops by the grocery store, but they say Victoria hasn't been into work for a few days.

Doug walks into the grocery store. He goes back to the deli. No Victoria. He asks the manager working there. He said she hasn't been into work for days, 
and if he doesn't here from her soon he's gonna have to let her go. Also says, if he finds her, have her calls us anyway, just so we knows she's okay."

Nothing complicated for this sequence.

3. Doug stops by Victoria's apartment. It's empty. Catches her on her way home. 

Doug walks up to Victoria's apartment. Knocks on the door. Nothing. He looks inside… it's barren save for a few empty boxes and stuff.

Doug turns and as he's walking down the hallway Victoria walks up, a box in her hands.

An awkward moment.

She turns to run away. Doug confronts her. She's moving, getting a new job. Somewhere her father won't know where to find here. Doug says, "That's it. It's 
just over. We're over." "There was never any we." "So what was that the other night? You just needed someone to protect you, so you lead me on, figure it's a 
good way to get me to stick around." 

This is a chance for Doug to really express himself here. Let the audience in on what is his perspective on their relationship.

It's left unresolved. She leaves. 

4. Tom Black Track Classic 8:47 - Doug wins the race, but comes up short of the time Stan wanted.

Doug in command the whole race. Clears the water jump no problem. Other runners can't keep up. But he's not pulling away. He's just sustaining. Huntsman 
yells at him to "MOVE!" on the last lap, but Doug doesn't put anymore distance between him and the competition. 

"What's he doing? This isn't his kick?!"

Doug crosses the line and Huntsman clicks the stop watch at 8:47.

"Ten seconds short. How's he going to come up with ten seconds?"

"It's in there. He's just got to figure out what's blocking the way."

Doug bent over past the start finish, catching his breath.

5.  Montage with Doug looking for Victoria. Old apartment. Old job. Her German class. Anything. We end with Victoria watching Doug work out at night 
at the track, but never going over to talk to him.

Montage
1. Doug waiting for Victoria outside her German class. The class empties. But no sign of Victoria.
2 Doug at Victoria's old apartment. He looks inside. The places is empty.
3. Doug talking to the girls working at the deli. They just shake their heads. No one's seen or heard from her.
4. Doug at the track stretching. It's night. The lights are on. He starts to drill going over the steeple hurdles. Off in the parking lot Victoria watches him in her 
car. She starts the egging and drives off, tears in her eyes.

6.  Pinch 2 -  Indiana Dual Meet 8:44 - Doug wins the race but just falls short of the time Stan wanted again. 

Doug leading the pack at an Indiana dual meet. Doug crosses the start/finish and an official rungs the bell indicting it's the final lap. Huntsman yells out to 
Doug his time and tells him to make his move. Doug kicks it into high gear. He starts to pull away. As he comes to the finish line he looks into the stands 
where he first saw Victoria, but the seat is empty.

He lets up and crosses the finish line. Although he wins, he easily lost two or three seconds by letting up. 

Huntsman clicks the stopwatch at 8:44. "Son of a bitch."

He marches over to Doug and calls him out on letting up.

"What's your problem?"



"The hell you talking about?"

"That letting up at the end cost you a good three seconds."

"I still won."

"Winning isn't the issue! Are you serious about this event, or is this some sort of dipshit problem?"

Doug ignores him and starts to walk away.

"I don't know why you're holding back. But whatever the problem is you'd better fix it!"

One of the other coaches comes over to calm Stan down.

"Stan, jesus man, calm down."

7. Doug in his dorm. Tells Danny he's got to run to the bookstore to grab a book for a class. While in the bookstore he stumbles on the book "Peggy 
Finds The Theater."

Doug looking through some books on his bed. Trying to do some studying for a test. Is obviously frustrated. Danny wants to know what's up. Doug says he 
tried to cheap out and not get this book, but without he doesn't have what he needs to study for this chapter. Danny tells him to go buy it at the bookstore, 
tosses him his car keys.

At the bookstore Doug is looking for his book. Can't find it. Some CLERK offers to help him. Turns out Doug was in the wrong section.

We cut to the Clerk grabbing the book that he needs, its the last one left, and a smaller paper back book falls to the floor. Its' "Peggy Finds The Theater. The 
Clerk is about to take it back, but Doug stops her. He says he wants to buy that one too.

7. Doug out in front of Victoria's Sister's high school. He follows her bus. Finds out where she lives.

Doug in Danny's car outside Knoxville High School. He watches the kids as they get out of school. He spots Samantha. She gets a ride from a friend. Doug 
follows the car to the "Wood Grove" apartment complex. He watches as Samantha gets out and writes down the apartment number she goes inside.

8. Doug confronts Victoria. Gives her the book. She agrees to see him. 

That night Doug rolls up to the "Wood Grove" apartment complex. He gets out and walks up to the apartment and knocks. Victoria yells through the door, 
"Who is it?" "It's Doug."

She opens the door, but keeps the chain lock on. She asks, "How did you find me?"

"Doesn't matter. I'm here to to say goodbye."

Victoria doesn't know what to say.

"I don't know what happened between us. Why you couldn't talk to me. Why you just left without saying anything. You're all I can think about. Every time I 
cross that finish line I look into the stands hoping to see you there. And it crushes me every time you aren't."

"Doug I--"

"Stop. There's nothing to talk about. If this is what you need to do, then I've just got to respect that and move on. I realized that on my way here. There was 
never an us. There was just a you, and a me. And I was stupid to think otherwise. Here."

Doug gives her the book.

"Just because you've got to keep moving, doesn't mean you've got to give up on your dreams. If we don't have our dreams, what else is there. Goodbye."

Doug turns and walks away, Victoria shuts the door. A moment later she opens it and runs out, leaping into his arms. They kiss passionately.

9.  Doug and stan walking through campus. They talk about running the steeple at nationals (the NCAA championships) instead of the 5k or 10K. 

Doug and Stan walk through campus. Neither of them have on any attire that could otherwise identify them. They just look like two guys on a stroll, waxing 
about the world around them.

Stan apologizes for losing his temper. He could tell that something was bothering Doug. He just wishes Doug had some to him to talk about it. He wants to 
know what's wrong.

Doug smiles and says it's already taken care of.

Doug and Stan give the decision on what to do at nationals some deep thought. Now is as good a time as ever. The 5K group is some of the toughest 
competition in decades. The 10K field is almost as talented. But the 3K Steeple, he's the trend setter. He's the man to beat. What are his thoughts at running 
the steeple instead of the 10 or 5K at Nationals?

"Have you given any thought to running the steeple at Nationals?"

Stan still hasn't let on that he's close to qualifying for the Olympics. 

Doug is hesitant, since he just did so well at the SEC meet in the 5K and 10K (3rd and 2nd respectively). Doug makes the call, he's going for it with the 
steeple.

10. Doug gets another letter from Stevens.

The cold has gotten worse, Doctor's won't let him outside. Stevens says he has a good feeling about Doug this year. Says he should really think about going 



for it with the steeple chase at Nationals. It's a nice way to reinforce what Doug was just faced with deciding.

11. Doug and Victoria watch on as her sister practices softball.

Doug and Victoria in the stands watching a high school girls softball game. Doug chows on some popcorn. Victoria chews on some licorice. 

A line drive heads right to Samantha, who snaps the catch and throws the runner out at first. 

"She's good."

"She was All State last year. I promised Samantha that no matter what happened with our father, she'd never miss a softball game. See that guy over there?"

Victoria points to a guy nondescript guy in the visitors stands taking notes and watching the players intently.

"Which one?"

"The guy with the wind breaker on trying a little to hard not to bring any attention to himself."

"Yeah."

"College scout for Florida. Samantha's coach told me he was asking about her."

Doug looks at Victoria and holds his as for a minute, a soft smile. This makes Victoria a bit uncomfortable, and she caves, nudging him gently. 

"What?"

"You've done a great job, you know that? I don't think a girl could ask for a better big sis."

"Shut up."

Doug tosses a few pieces of pop corn into his mouth as the batter pop fly out.  He claps along with everyone else in the stands as the team's switch duties. 
Samantha is up to bat.

"You know, if I didn't know any better, someone might mistake us for a real couple right now."
 
"Don't get your hopes up Brownie."

Doug smirks. 

"You just concentrate on  jumping over things as you run in circles."

Samantha hits a line drive that clears the fence. The stands go crazy. And the crowd noise slowly gets louder as we cut to--

12. Doug runs at the NCAA meet. He falls on the 3rd lap in the water jump. Still manages to come in third, with a time of 8:33, qualifying him for the 
Olympic Trials.

The big time. Doug lines up at the start/finish.  Hayward Field, University of Oregon, NCAA Nationals. Doug takes a second to look the down the line at his 
competition, including Sid Sink. "Set" the ref raises his arm. BAM! The race is on.

Doug falls into the lead group right off the bat. First hurdle, all good. second hurdle, all good. Water jump, all good.

Huntsman quips he looks calm, cool, confident. This is his race to lose.

The lead group starts to pull away as they cross the start finish.

More hurdles, all seamless.

Doug right up there with Sid Sink leading the way.
=
They cross the start finish. Lap 2.

Lap three the lead group is rally starting to pull away. Hurdles clean. Hurdles clean. Come up to the water jump, Doug's trail leg catches the steeple and he 
goes down hard.

The splash is heavy, and there's a thud. Huntsman and the coaches look worried. The leap group pulls away. But Doug trudges out from the water, before 
the trail pack gets there, and trots out, soaking wet.

Doug crosses S/F for lap 4 about 15 yards back. Huntsman yells at him to keep digging. 

Doug catches the lead pack by the start of lap 5.

By lap 6 he's in 5th place. 

Final lap, Doug is killing himself. He's still soaking wet he passes  Passes 5th. Passes 4th. Could he catch 3rd? Over the final hurdles, reach to the finish 
line, BEATS HIM! Doug pulls in a third place finish.

His time is 8:33. Cleared it by 5 seconds.

Stan runs over and hoists him up. Doug's a bit surprised. He ways he's sorry he fell, he cold have won the race if that hadn't happened. Stan doesn't care. 
What's important is that he ran a 8:33. So? "That means you can run the steeple at the Olympic trials."

12. Doug and Stan talking over what to do at the Olympic trials. 



Doug and Stan sitting in the stands looking out over the track. The evening sun casting a warm orange glow.

"Track and Field News is still listing you as a hopeful to make the Olympic team in the 10K."

"Yeah, but the field is super thick for that. Shorter. Laris. Bachelor. Lindgren. It'll take some hilarious training between now and then to shift me back into a 
solid 10K mode. Who's running the steeple?"

"Sink and Larsen will be there. But you' know you can handle them. Some other solid talents. Steve Savage and Mike Manley out of Oregon. Jim Dare out of 
Navy. Their times are right there with yours." 

"What do you think?"

Stan takes a deep breath.

"You've run this race six times in your career. You've improved your personal best by forty seconds. You've beaten the best steeple runner the country has to 
offer. I think you know what my answer is."

Doug grins. 

"I was hoping you'd say that."

14. Plot Point 2 - Doug gets word that Father Stevens has passed away.

Doug saunters into his dorm room, grooving to a song he's humming. He's in a great mood. Beaming even. He starts to clean up a bit when the phone rings. 
"Hello? Oh, hey mom… "

Outside Victoria pulls up in her car. She gets out with a big box of pizza and a six pack. She slips in the doors and heads up the stairs. She counts the room 
numbers until she spots Doug's and walks in the door. 

"Hey, I thought I'd surprise you with beer and pizza to celebrate…" 

Her words trail off and she spots Doug sitting on the side of his bed, staring straight down at the floor. He looks up, his eyes red, tears running down his face. 

"He's gone."

Victoria sets everything down and sits next to Doug, her arm wrapped around him.

"Who's gone, Doug, what happened?"

"Father Stevens. He passed away last night. I didn't even know he was in the hospital--I could have--"

Victoria pulls him close, and lets him cry on her shoulder. She just hugs him and rocks him gently back and forth. "It's okay. It'll be okay."


