
1.  Doug knocks on Victoria's door to pick her up. She opens it and slips out. Is in a hurry to get him away from 
the apartment. 

Doug knocks on Victoria's door. A "just a minute" from inside. Victoria slips out, barely cracking the door. The TV and 
lights inside are left on. "Just her roommate, and she's in her pajamas." 

2. Victoria and Doug at the Coffee House.

Victoria opens up a bit, she's beginning to trust Doug. 

"After my mom died things started to change around the house. My father started drinking. He was in and out of jobs. 
We were moving all the time. California. Texas. Louisiana. Georgia. Tennessee. Six schools in five years."

"That must have been hard."

"You learn to manage. The faces might change, but the same people, same personalities, they're always around. So in 
a way, you've still got the same friends everywhere you go."

A few things need to happen with this conversation… 

We learn about Doug's running Philosophy. Why he chose track and field over other sports. We learn a bit more about 
Victoria. She's putting herself through school. The man was her father. He gets drunk and drives over to harass her for 
abandoning him when she went to school. 

3. Doug drops Victoria off. Doug goes in for the kiss, but it doesn't happen. She doesn't want him to get his hopes 
up.

Doug brings Victoria home. The lights inside are off. He walks her up the steps. He goes in for the kiss but she pulls 
away.

"Oh, I'm--I'm sorry."

"No, you didn't do anything wrong." She said she had fun, but before he can go in for the kiss she pulls the, "I've gotta 
tell you something."

"I like you. you're nice, and funny, and I had a nice time tonight, it's just--"

"What?"

"I can't fit anyone else into my life right now."

"That's code for you can't have a boy friend."

"Yeah, pretty much. I just don't want you to get your hopes up. And there are plenty of other very pretty girls out there 
on campus. Don't lose any sleep over not landing this one."

Doug laughs.

"Fair enough. Friends?"

This is a bit unexpected, and takes victoria by surprise. Doug isn't going to give up, and deep down inside she knows 
that she likes that.

"Okay. Friends."

A hearty hand shake.

4. Dogwood Relays - Doug running. He kicks it on the last lap but only finishes second. 

Doug competing in the 10K at the Dogwood relays. The field is thick, and Doug is right in the midst of the lead pack. 
He makes his move toward the end, kicking hard, but it's not enough, and he has to settle for 2nd place.

After the finish, Doug looks pissed. Danny and Peterman are there to "congratulate him" but Doug isn't interested.



5.  Later, Doug in the locker room, upset at his finish. Stan talks to him about  the steeple chase at the Kentucky 
Relays. Stan mentions Sid Sink will be there running, best steeple guy in the country. 

Doug taking his shoes off in the locker room all by himself.  He tears off his shoelaces and throws the shoe against a 
locker, the loud bang echoing through the locker room. "Damn it."

Doug rubs his eyes. When he opens them Huntsman is standing there. 

"You're being too hard on yourself."

"I should have won."

"A lot of things should happen. Doesn't mean they always do."

"I just don't feel like the 10K is my race. You know? It's like, my body can run it, but my heart just isn't in it."

Huntsman sits down across from Doug. 

"A runner finds his race, as much as a race finds it's runners. I want you to run the steeple again at the Kentucky 
Relays."

"You can't be serious."

"Sid Sink's going to be there running the steeple for Bowling Green."

"Why am I supposed to care about Sid Sink?"

"He's the current American record holder."

Huntsman gets up and starts to walk away, he pauses, "Just think about it." He leaves.

6.  The team arrives at the hotel for the Kentucky Relays. Walk past the Bowling Green team in the lobby. 
Huntsman points out Dave Wottle and Sid Sink. He finds Father Stevens and company waiting for him in the 
lobby.

Shots of "The University of Kentucky" or maybe Lexington, just to establish the location.

Doug and the team walk into the hotel lobby. The Bowling Green team is there. Stan Points out both Dave Wottle "Best 
half miler in the country." And then Sid Sink.

As the team is heading for the elevator a shout of "Brownie" can be heard off camera. It's Father Stevens, Coach 
Vachon, and a few other's from Notre Dame. Stevens notes that Stan invited them down, said you had a big race and 
could use the support. 

Doug gives Stan a look, who's still in earshot of the conversation and knows full well what Stevens just said.

7.  Father Stevens and Doug on a walk, Stevens with a cup of coffee. Stevens and some of the other ND teachers 
came down to watch him run. He has a rough cough the whole time.

Stevens and Doug walking down some "trail." Stevens has a cup in hand. Stevens says he's been following how he's 
been doing. But it's hard to get results so far north. Stevens starts coughing, sips his coffee and it goes away. 

Doug apologizes. Stevens wants to know why. Doug says for them coming all the way down to watch him run in a race 
he's not going to do too well at. He says his win against Larsen was a fluke. He doubts he'll run so well again 
tomorrow. Stevens corrects him, telling him he should know all too well that his wins aren't flukes [a reference to the 
state finals / cc meet].

Stevens tops Doug, says, "You just kick those legs of yours, give it your all, and let the Lord take care of the rest."

8. Pinch 1 -  Doug getting set for the race. It's cold and harsh out. Father Stevens tells Doug about the slow times. 
Doug wins the 3000M steeple against Sid Sink.



Race day. Doug getting ready for the starts of the race. He hears a voice from the stands, it's Father Stevens. Stevens 
leans in and tells him about the cold weather and everyone's crappy times. "You've got the advantage. The weather 
will take care of all the other boys form the south. All you need to do is concentrate on Sink."

The ref starts the race. Doug hangs with Sid the whole time. A foursome starts to pull away. Doug makes his move with 
about a lap to go, and starts to pull away from Sid. 

In the stands Stevens comments that Sid can't hang with him. 

Doug wins by about twenty yards. Peterman and Danny go nuts.

9.   Doug at the grocery store. Doug spots Victoria working in the deli. He surprises her. She heard about his win 
in Kentucky. 

Doug and Peterman at the grocery store. Peterman leaves to "go grab some brewskis for the party." Doug makes his 
way over to the deli section and spots Victoria, who's busy helping a customer. She calls the next number in line and 
it's Doug. "Yes, I'd like seventeen pounds of olive loaf." Victoria smiles. "I didn't know you work here." "I don't have the 
luxury of the university of tennessee paying for my room and board." Some small talk. She mentions she heard about 
his win, and knows it was pretty big. Doug plays it down, but she calls him on it, "Don't pull that on me. It's a huge win 
and you know that." Doug wants to know if she wants to go to the party, but she says she can't. She's got to study for a 
test. Peterman calls over to Doug. Doug excuses himself, Victoria says, "I'll see you around. We'll do coffee." They both 
laugh. A playful, friendly exchange overall. 

10.  Doug, Danny, Peterman, Lance, and Wade coming out of the cafeteria. Doug stops by the mail room and 
receives a letter from Father Stevens.
Encourages him to continue on with the steeple. Complains about a cough. 

 A nice letter from Father Stevens. He mentions how much Doug looked like a natural during the race… while still 
teasing him for looking like a gazelle when going over the hurdles. He encourages Doug to keep up with it. Beating a 
talent like Sid Sink can open doors for an athlete.

11. Doug gets a call from Victoria and rushes over. He kicks her dad out again. Meets Samantha, Victoria's 
younger teen sister.

Doug in his dorm room with Danny studying. A call on the phone, it's Victoria, she's frantic. Doug rushes out the door.

The front door is wide open. Doug enters the apartment to find Victoria crying on the floor. She didn't know who else to 
call.

Burt is trying to kick in a bedroom door, screaming to someone named Samantha to pen the door. Doug checks on 
Victoria but she just tells him he's got to save her. 

Doug confronts Burt, pulling him back from the door. A confrontation is brief, and Doug quickly dispatches him. Tosses 
him out onto the yard. He warns him if he finds him her again, he's not going to walk away with his face still attached to 
his head.

Burt leaves. Victoria is standing at the door, still in tears. Doug consoles her. "It's okay Samantha, you can come out 
now." Samantha hesitantly opens the door to her room. Victoria introduces Doug to her roommate, and sister, 
"Samantha."

12. Doug stays the night to stand watch over the house. Victoria fills him in her relationship with her father. And 
why her sister lives with her. She starts to cry, he holds her, they kiss.

Doug and Victoria sit in her living room, the only light the feint glow of the television as The Tonight Show plays. 

 Her mother was a singer. Nothing big, but she'd sing at jazz clubs, small gigs here and there. A voice like an angel.  
She mentions she had this book as a kid, Peggy Finds The Theater.  When Victoria was a kid  she always wanted to 
be an actress. Perform on Broadway.



"So what happened?"

"With what?"

"Acting."

"You know, you grow up. Forget about that kind of stuff."

"You shouldn't. Dreams are what keep us going. It's why we get up in the morning. Never forget your dreams."

"And why is that?"

"Because I don't want to live in a world where people don't believe their dreams can come true."

Victoria tells Doug the real story that Burt is her father. After their mother died, he went crazy. Depressed. Lonely. He 
came to her for affection, in the most unnatural way. Eventually, she stood up for herself, and moved out after 
graduating high school, getting a job at a textile plant.

One day she stopped by and found her sister sitting in the back of her closet, she said their father had touched her last 
night. Determined not to let the same thing that happened to her happen to her sister, she went to the bank, took out all 
her money, and ran away to here.

She enrolled her sister at the local high school, got the job at the deli. After a while she managed to get some classes 
at UofT. With some  some grant money from the University and Government. She was able to move out of the home 
and in here.

Things were going really well until he found them a few months back. Now he just shows up drunk and tries to break 
in.

As the tonight show ends Doug gets ready to leave. But Victoria grabs his hand, says she wants him to stay. She feels 
save with him around. Doug sits back down. And after an awkward moment, they kiss.

13.   Des Moines, Iowa Drake Relays - Doug has to back out of the 10K. He's just not ready. Not feeling it. Stan 
understands. 

Doug looking out over the track, eyes distant. Huntsman comes up next to him. Stan can tell something's wrong. Doug 
says it doesn't feel right. What? The race. My heads not in it. I just, I can't focus on what I have to do. Not right now. Stan 
tells Doug not to worry about. We'll talk when we get back. 

14. Mid Point -  The next day - Doug and Stan. Stan wants him to get serious about the steeple. Doug is cautious. 
Still wants to run the 5K and 10K too. 

Doug and Stan alone in his office. 

Stan tells Doug he's at a cross roads.  He wants Doug to concentrate on the steeple. Doug is hesitant. He says he still 
wants to run the 10K and 5K. Stan wants him to run the 10K too, but we both know your heart isn't really in that race. 
You want to run the five K, but we both know the talent in that race is so deep right now you can't compete at a national 
level. I'm still going to let you run those, but I think you need to get serious about the steeple, and I think deep down 
inside you know that you need to too. "A race finds it's runners."

"If we do this, we do this all out. You start, we don't stop until you're the best in the nation. Got that."

Doug agrees.


